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The method involves detecting the existence of input from a 
keyboard (10) and a mouse (11) by an input detector (12) . The time of 
input is compared with a predefined time by a judging unit (13) . When 
the input time is greater than the predefined time, the electric power 
boosted to a back light (15) is reduced gradually by a reduction unit 
(14b) of a control unit (14) . 

The luminosity of the back light is gradually nullified. When there 
is no input detected in the predefined time, the back light is switched 
off by a switching unit (14c) of the control unit. When the input is 
resumed, electric power is boosted to the back light by an initial 
lighting unit (14a) . 

ADVANTAGE - Reduces power consumption. Increases available time 
during usage of dc battery. 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To increase the workable time of a portable 
information processor that is driven by a battery in particular by reducing 
the power that is used for illumination of a display device even while the 
information processor is operating. 

SOLUTION: An input detection means 12 detects the presence or absence of 
the input supplied from a keyboard 10 and a mouse 11, and an input interval 
decision means 13 compares the time intervals set previously with each 
other. When the input lasts, the power supplied to a back light 15 is 
gradually reduced in a power drop mode 14b. Thus the brightness of the 
light 15 is reduced in such a degree where a user is not conscious of it. 
When no input is supplied during a set time interval, the light 15 is 
turned off in a lights-out mode 14c. When the input is started again, the 
power is supplied to the light 15 in an initial lighting mode 14a. Thus the 
light 15 is turned on in the initial luminance, and the mode 14a is 
switched again to the mode 14b. 
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